Metal ceiling panels give walls a new look

: What's “new"’ for walls is
idea that's been around since
+ Jast century, when it was
e likely to show up on the
ling. Tin panels, stamped to
k like carved or textured
ster, were popular decora-

e coverups for plain ceilings
m know how the Victorians
sred patterns everywhere).
addition, the metal provided
thiy effective fireproofing.
“hanks largely to the current
ve of nostalgia in decorating,
#al ceilings are back in style.
Iy today, they're made of tin-
e steel, and they've come
an on the walls, as you see in
: kitchen we show here.
n this case, the panels have
sn left their natural tin color
ier a protective coat of poly-
sthane. Other options include
155, copper, chrome and pre-
nted panels. Or you can
ot any color you want (use
based paint) to create a sub-
texture.

igners at Shanker Indus-
25, the New York manufac-
er of these panels, will also
stom paint the more elabo-
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rate designs, creating multicol-
ored patterns that would have
gladdened many a Victorian
heart. Another interesting tidbit
about Shanker: The company
has been in business since 1896
and still uses its original steel
dies to stamp panels on the
same 65-ton power press that
has been in service since 1928.
So, in effect, you're buying

the real old thing, just a genera-

tion or so0 removed.

For more details, contact
Shanker Industries at 3435 Law-
son Blvd., Oceanside, N.Y.
11572, or call (516) 766-4477.

Q. Even though ! am really ready
for something new, the idea that
my old carpet will just rot in a
landfill somewhere for years and
years is actually keeping me from
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country; at , we didn't have
enough in the first place to be so
wasteful

Why doesn’t someone think of
to do with old carpet
that is not in such good shape?
A, Somebody has — or is at
least working on it. DuPont, the

company that invented nylon, is
now trying to inven! a way fo
turn old nylon carpets into new
ones through a remarkable re-
cyching program.

If you turn in vour used car-
pet — it has to be nylon — Du-
Pont will collect, shred, chop
and pulverize it to obtain mate-
rial that can be processed into
new carpet fiber or other prod-
ucts.

According to an article in
Floor Covering Weekly, a trade
publication, 100 pounds of car-
pet will vield about 40 pounds of
nylon and about 10 pounds of
polypropylene.

What happens ta the other S0

pounds? Don't ask; it's mostly
dirt from the old carpet. That
very idea might be enough to
send you shopping for some-
thing new and clean.
Remember, this program is
still under development, and
your carpet dealer may not be

a participant. Still, ask. It will
help soothe your conscience
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